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Urban design refers to the design of the urban built environment, concerning urban form and various urban
systems, including buildings, open spaces, transportation systems, and other infrastructural systems. Urban
design heavily influences the operation and development of a city. Through lectures, group discussion, field
visits, and urban design exercises, this course provides an overview of the discipline of urban design. While the
subject matter is the urban built environment, this course also discusses the various socioeconomic and
environmental processes that affect and are affected by the urban built environment. The underlining concept of
this course is sustainability—where ecological integrity, social equity, and livability are simultaneously met.
Sustainability should be integrated into every aspect of urban design. Throughout the course, students are urged

to think critically about the spatial phenomena of contemporary urbanism and to challenge conventional wisdom
of urban design.
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After taking this course, students are expected to:

1. gain an overall understanding of the disciplines of urban design and articulate what it involves.
2. articulate how urban design relates to urban planning.

3. appreciate how urban design can contribute to urban sustainability.
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1. Read the required reading according to the scheduled topic of each class.

2. Read the supplementary reading before the class.

3. Students are expected to attend all classes. Be punctual to respect the instructor and your classmates. Do not
come to the class if you are later than the instructor for more than 5 minutes unless a justifiable reason can
be provided.

4. Class participation, in the form of responding to and/or asking questions during class, is important for
learning and is highly encouraged.

5. Do not sleep during the lecture. If you are drowsy, step outside, get some fresh air, and come back. Or, don’t
come to class and just sleep at home, which is much more comfortable anyway.

6. Do not multi-task because you are likely to end up achieving nothing. Why? Read this article: “Students
think they can multitask. Here’s proof they can’t”.

7. If you’d like to take notes of the lecture, do so in an old-fashioned way with a notebook and pen, instead of a
laptop. The noise from typing might disturb the instructor and other students; furthermore, it may impede
your learning. Why? Read this article: “A learning secrete: Don’t take notes with a laptop”.

8. Following the above two points, you are not allowed to use a laptop or smartphone during class, unless a
justifiable reason is provided and permission from the professor is obtained.

9. No extension of any deadlines, unless a justifiable reason is provided.
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e Nilon CH, Berkowitz AR, Hollweg KS. 2003. Introduction: ecosystem
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Science and Education New York: Springer.
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Austin G. 2014. Introduction. Pages 1-14 in Green Infrastructure for Landscape Planning:
Integrating Human and Natural Systems. New York: Routledge.
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